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The thesis and arguments
Your thesis is not clearly stated, nor does it really become sharp at any point in the paper. In so far
as it can be identified, it is unsurprising and bland. Claiming that science and religion conflict, and
that religion, in response, attempts to limit or supress science, it more of a given than a conclusion.

Most of your paper comprises not arguments, but recitations of the historic episodes presented
in White. Each of these episodes could have been presented with a brief statement and a reference
to White’s text. On a related note, your failure to cite White (or some other text on the history of
these episodes) in these portions of the text border on plagiarism. You are paraphrasing another
author’s construction, contributing little or nothing of your own, all without quotation or citation.

Ultimately, this paper has little content.

The writing
There are errors in grammar, punctuation, word choice, and idiom throughout this paper. It strongly
needs editing.

Items marked on the paper
(1) Not a good start: the first word of the title is grammatically incorrect. That should read,
“Christianity’s”—the “crippling fight for power” belongs to Christianity, so that first word should
be possessive, not plural. This error appears throughout the paper.

(2) Supposed truth provides validity? That seems an inherently false claim. Supposed truth
should only be able to provide supposed validity.

(3) When was the last time that a Christian organization labeled all of science to to heretical? Be
accurate; such overstatement doesn’t help persuade your reader.

(4) Why are you recounting the tale of the antipodes? That’s been done by White. Your job is
to persuade your reader of some point, and retelling the story doesn’t help. If the reader needs to
know the story, you provide a one or two sentence summary along with a citation, and then get on
to the critical observations and conclusions. This paragraph is mostly filler.

(5) Christianity, as a belief system and a loosely organized set of communities, cannot correctly
be anthropomorphized in this way. Who among Christians relishes this conflict? That’s an odd
claim for which you need support (and a purpose).
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